
What’s 

Happening 

HURON CENTER 
 

The Huron Center has been busy this year. The children have 

enjoyed going outside to play on the large snow pile.  It has 

provided them the opportunity for fun sledding, sliding, and 

climbing the hill. 

Parent activities included making a folder with letter recognition 

and practice writing letters and their names, shape flash card game 

and shape bingo, play dough, numbers and scavenger hunt bags. 

One of the classrooms did a friendship tea earlier this month, both 

classrooms have a dental day scheduled coming up at the end of 

February, and have had visits from the Game Fish and Parks, The 

Fire Department and a will have a visit from the Huron Police 

Department to talk about safety. 

Our thanks to the parents for keeping their home visit appointments 

and making the schedule run smoothly. 

-Huron Center Staff 
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May 9 
Policy Council and Board of 

Director’s Meeting 
 

 

May 14 
Mother’s Day 

 

 

May 18 
Last Day for Child Services 

 

 

May 19 
Last Day for Unit Staff and 

Home Visitors 
 

 

May 26 

Last Day for Coordinators 
 

 

May 29 
Holiday-Memorial Day 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF7tuOlpDTAhVBRSYKHRbtCm8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/teacher-reading-to-students&bvm=bv.151426398,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGTTedDc70deKtb19IreeZaT545YA&ust=1491579829844580
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjh1NjLlpDTAhUFfiYKHc8hD9cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/may-images.html&bvm=bv.151426398,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHr_YnRqU8fdThOxm_I2qlMymy0MQ&ust=1491579941875140
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjh1NjLlpDTAhUFfiYKHc8hD9cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/may-images.html&bvm=bv.151426398,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHr_YnRqU8fdThOxm_I2qlMymy0MQ&ust=1491579941875140
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjh1NjLlpDTAhUFfiYKHc8hD9cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/may-images.html&bvm=bv.151426398,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHr_YnRqU8fdThOxm_I2qlMymy0MQ&ust=1491579941875140
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyyuTyzZDTAhWh2YMKHYj9AMsQjRwIBw&url=http://gfp.sd.gov/&bvm=bv.151426398,bs.1,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGJDH5ZoCw6jKirMJ58aBSlMUEMWw&ust=1491594759142808
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyyuTyzZDTAhWh2YMKHYj9AMsQjRwIBw&url=http://gfp.sd.gov/&bvm=bv.151426398,bs.1,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGJDH5ZoCw6jKirMJ58aBSlMUEMWw&ust=1491594759142808
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjh1NjLlpDTAhUFfiYKHc8hD9cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/may-images.html&bvm=bv.151426398,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHr_YnRqU8fdThOxm_I2qlMymy0MQ&ust=1491579941875140


 

REDFIELD CENTER 
 

It’s hard to believe that there is only 2 ½ months left of school!  While the children have 

settled into a routine, they have been learning many things so far this year. The children have 

worked on many themes which include – transitions, colors, fire safety, fall/pumpkins, shapes; 

family, senses, alphabet, numbers, germs, winter, and dental health are just few of the 

themes.  

We were able to visit the Fire Station this year and hope to explore more of the community 

when the weather gets warmer! 

The monthly parent meetings consisted of school readiness activities. We have fabulous 

attendance at the parent/child activities as the parents enjoy making things they can take 

home and use with their child or family as we do make some family games. 
 

-The Redfield Center 

 

 

 

 

FCCHS HOME BASE 
 

Faulk and Spink Counties along with the following Colonies~ Camrose, Clark and Hillside are 

the areas that Margo Nelson covers as the new Home Visitor.  She makes weekly home visits 

to the family’s homes and brings a variety of learning materials with her. 

Groups are held on Fridays at the Redfield Center, and there, the parents get to work on a 

variety of school readiness activities.  Even though our group is small, the parents are eager to 

come to group to make games to take home. 

We are looking forward to wrapping up another school year and we are planning a park and 

picnic day for the end of the year. 
 

-HBCCF Home Base Parent Group 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjo7OTOw5DTAhXINiYKHd9eDZEQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfox.com/categories/view/f12b6cee296ae08fdac8fd9c177a71ed6e719903/santa-fire-truck-clipart.html&bvm=bv.151426398,bs.1,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEnbzsnZUKVINQ0TzAaTc0o16JrPg&ust=1491591885174122
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji4YPhxZDTAhXGbiYKHb7YBK0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/491455378061973095/&bvm=bv.151426398,bs.1,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFHQAEibxgsQNtyE57auJ9mGvN3NA&ust=1491592618632662
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji4YPhxZDTAhXGbiYKHb7YBK0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/491455378061973095/&bvm=bv.151426398,bs.1,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFHQAEibxgsQNtyE57auJ9mGvN3NA&ust=1491592618632662


 

NORTHWESTERN 
 

Our Head Start is in collaboration with the Northwestern Preschool where we get to learn with 

Mrs. Hahler, the teacher in the classroom. Mrs. Hahler and Mrs. Maas work together to 

provide many educational activities to the children. The children seem to love the writing 

without tears curriculum and it seems to be a success.  They are also lucky enough to have a 

promethium board in the classroom. Music and movement is an all-time favorite for the 

children; they LOVE to sing and act out songs in the classroom and have for their parents many 

times! 

Every week each child gets to take home a literacy bag to read the story and do extended 

comprehensive learning activities that go with the story. 

We do monthly parent/child activities that consist of school readiness - numbers, colors, 

literacy, alphabet, rhyming – where the parents come and help their child make a 

game/activity to take home for continued learning. 

We will wrap up the year with the children “preforming” their favorite songs by giving the 

parents a special end of the year program! 

 

 

HAND/MILLERDALE HOME BASE 

For Hand County/ Millerdale Home Base Head Start means Sally Wulf is bringing her many 

bags of games into the homes, and it’s time to learn with Mom. The children this year are 

eager to see Sally and hold the house door open for her; some are even hollering from the 

door!  

We meet at the Methodist Church for group, and experience social play and group learning.  

School readiness activities are the topic at the majority of our groups, the parents always get 

to make and take educational homes with them. We did do an all-day field trip which we got 

to tour the Hospital, Vision Care Eye Clinic, Fire Station, and the Court House to see the 

beautiful trees, and the children received a free sub from Subway. 

It seems impossible that we are already talking about the end of the year and planning just a 

few more activities together. 

-Hand County Home Base Group 
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Health & Safety 
Safety Means More Than Car Seats 

   

Car safety begins with an approved car seat, but does not end with its use.  Here are some tips to aid 

you in making car trips safer for you and your children. 

 

 Start a routine.  From the beginning, put your child in the car seat every time.  If he cries or 

fusses, say or sing the same thing each time: “We’re going for a ride; time to buckle in.” 

 Always buckle your seatbelt and insist other riders do the same 

Children more easily accept being restrained themselves if they realize that this is part 

of automobile riding for everyone.  

 Make it clear that riding in the car is not a game.  This doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to make 

rides as interesting and fun as possible for your kids, but they need to understand that your 

attention must be on the road and not on them.   

 Learn to block out crying.  If you get upset, your chances of having an accident are greatly 

increased.  

Parents know when it’s time to address a crying, upset child.  Stop the car in a safe 

location and attend to the child. If it is apparent that your child’s cries are from 

crankiness or boredom and there is no place to stop, sing to the radio or talk to your 

baby over the cries.  Try not to get upset.   

 NEVER LEAVE YOUR CHILD UNATTENDED IN THE CAR.  
It is true that getting a child in and out of a car seat can be cumbersome, but don’t leave 

your child in the car, even if you are “just running in.”  Bring him along even if you can 

see your car from inside the store.  

 Be extra careful.  Be aware that you are more distracted with a child in the car.  Pay even more 

attention to what you’re doing.  

After a hectic day and then getting a fussy child in her car seat, it’s easy to forget to look 

behind you before pulling out of the parking space.  

 Always use a car seat.  No safety tips can replace the invaluable protection a car seat offers 

your child.  

If your spouse is driving and your child is screaming, don’t take him out of his car seat 

“just for a minute.”  Beside sending your child mixed signals on the use of a car seat, this 

is dangerous and against the law. Instead, when it’s time for a break, take a few minutes 

to stop in a safe location where the child can be calmed and everybody can regroup 

before continuing on your way.  
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Parenting 
Teaching Kids to Share—and Care  

 
How can parents help their children develop a sharing/caring 

attitude? 

 Start early.  Various studies demonstrate that even infants 

have surprisingly generous instincts and like to share.   

Most parents have the experience of witnessing the baby, 

eating in a high chair, spontaneously pick up a piece of food 

from the tray and offer it to them.  
 

Parents can begin planting the seeds of compassion when their children are infants. 

Benjamin Spock cited this example: “If a toy is offered but the baby doesn’t want to let go, don’t try to 

pull it away from him.  That will only bring out his possessiveness.  Instead, lay your hand on the toy, 

smile and say thank you.  Even if the toy is not actually relinquished, your positive reaction shows him 

that his impulse is right.” 

 Love and nurture your child.  While this may appear to be obvious, parents are usually 

surprised to learn the great number of children who grow up feeling unloved by their parents.  

 Commend your child for acts of caring and sharing.  This is not as obvious as it appears 

because children seldom bring attention to their acts of compassion and kindness.   

Parents constantly need to be on the lookout for signs of caring and sharing and then praise the child 

for his or her behavior. 

How the future is shaped will depend upon the values children receive in the present. 

As parents work at developing caring and sharing attitude in their children, the world always has a 

chance at being a brighter, better, and safer place. 

 

Games and Activities  
Hide and Seek—The New Way 

 

When the kids are stuck inside on a rainy or cold day, here’s an updated version of hide and seek that 

works for any number of kids—and adults—in any kind of location.   

Instead of hiding people, try hiding objects, such as pencils or spoons.  

Seekers stay in one room while the hider secrets ten similar objects in another room.  

The person who finds the most gets to hide the objects the next time. 
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Academics 

Encourage Writing 
 

A parent’s positive approach to writing as a pleasurable activity can have rewarding results.  Just as 

you began talking to an infant who couldn’t repeat anything recognizable back to you, you provide 

the similar exposure to the art of writing.  Build on children’s natural curiosity and encourage them to 

explore the world of writing—encourage writing play anywhere.   

 Write in snow, in the sand, in the mud with sticks.  

 Write in the icing on the pan of brownies.  

 Write on the sidewalks and driveway. 

 Write in the car, the stroller, the grocery cart.  Safe, fat  

crayons keep children occupied.  

 Write in restaurants.  Markers and tablets are essential diaper bag items, 

although placemats make wonderful impromptu paper.  Some restaurants 

provide paper puzzles and crayons.  

 When you’re writing down a grocery list, a thank you card, or birthday greeting at 

home, give the kids a piece of paper too and let them write along with you.  

Children always want to do what their parents are doing.  

 

Science and Nature 

How Much Does It Weigh? 
 

To conduct some experiments about how much things weigh, put your 

kitchen or bathroom scale on a table along with several interesting objects 

to weigh: a shoe, toy car, doll, apple, cup, a box of toothpicks, a book, a 

marshmallow and anything else that looks interesting.  

1. Have each person guess how much an object weighs, then put it on the scale and see what its 

weight really is.  

2. Next, compare the weights of different object.  Which is heavier: the doll or the shoe? The toy 

car or the apple?  

3. Which weighs more: big objects or little objects?  Try to think up “stumpers” such as a jar of 

peanut butter vs.  a sack of potato chips.  Or package of marshmallows vs. a can of soup.  

4. Solve this problem: How can you measure the weight of your pet if it won’t stand still on the 

scale?  (It’s not higher math, but it is a good problem for older kids to solve.) 

 

If you have more than one pet, which one weighs the most? 

 

5. Liquids have weight, too.  Everybody guess how much a gallon of water weighs—then find out.  
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To everyone who helped make our entire school year a success – especially our Head Start 

Parents for turning in In-Kind, attending parent meetings, working with your children, and 

allowing Head Start to be a part of your lives! 

 

Thank you to the Policy Council Parents, Board Members, and Community Members who 

helped with our program Self-Assessment.  Please remember that we need Policy Council 

Members to stay involved through next October when the 2017-2018 members are seated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to stay in touch and let us know if  

we can be of help to you! 

Have a Safe and Happy Summer! 

 

-NORTHEAST SOUTH DAKOTA HEAD START STAFF 
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